



In line with the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 these minutes are duly published as draft and will be formally agreed at the next meeting this Committee.

Laleston Community Council

Minutes of the Finance Committee held at Bryntirion & Laleston Community Centre and remotely on 3 December 2024 commencing at 6.30pm.

Present: Cllr’s C Davies, D Harrison, S Philpin, S Richmond, I Spiller and C Webster.
In attendance: Gail Jewell.
1. To receive apologies for absence.  None.
2. Representation from members of the public.  None.
3.    To receive Declarations of Interest (if any) of Members in respect of the business to be     transacted.
Cllr I Spiller 
Item 5 & 6 - Personal interest as the Chair of Broadlands Fun Day Committee.



Item 6 - Prejudicial Interest in proposed works at Carn Wen.
Cllr S Philpin 
Item 5 & 6 - Personal Interest as a family member of the Marketing Consultant.
4.
Approval of minutes. 
Resolved: That the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting that took place on 25 June 2024 be approved as a true and accurate record. Proposed by Cllr D Harrison and seconded by Cllr I Spiller.
5.
To review the Budget Monitoring Statement for Q3.
Resolved: All spend at Q3 was duly reviewed and Members noted that all overspends were compensated by underspends.  The Committee made the following recommendations and comments:

i. That all web hosting is to be fulfilled by one company.

ii. That the Marketing Consultant utilise the noticeboards for important updates.  To include details on the Pound and Laleston Stone Trail.

iii. That the costs incurred for storage/installation of Christmas Lights; Christmas Trees; and additional Christmas Lights be presented separately.

iv. That the Clerk ascertain costings for tarmac at the allotment site and strive to ensure works are undertaken in the current financial year.

v. That a pro rata calculation be made for any for Councillors that resigned during the financial year and that any payments are recompensed.
vi. That Council explore the potential use of the grounds of Pen-y-Bont Football Club to hold the annual Firework Event.
6.
To review the Budget/Precept proposals for 2025/2026
Resolved: Draft budget and precept figures were presented to aid discussions.  Following a thorough and lengthy debate, the Finance Committee recommend that Council increases its precept for 2025/2026 to £296,352.31.
7. 
To consider any grant / funding applications received

Resolved:  Out of the four funding applications received, only one was presented using Laleston Community Council Grant Funding Application form, therefore the Committee agreed that a response be formulated to the three applicants outlining the requirement for funding applications to be produced using the appropriate form.  The Committee further agreed to provide a donation of £500 to Blue Delta Jazz Band.
8. 
To receive any recommendations from other committees or council.
Recommendation received from the HR & Personnel Committee –

To recommend that the Finance Committee ensure that a percentage increase is calculated and is included in the budget setting process for 2025/26 to cover the NALC pay award when agreed.  
Resolved:  The Finance Committee confirmed that a percentage increase was calculated and included in the budget setting process for 2025/26 to cover the pay award when agreed.
9. 
To review the committee’s meeting dates and consider any matters relevant to the committee for discussion at the next meeting.
Resolved:  The Committee noted that the next meeting will take place in March 2025 to consider risk management and the Council’s and or staff subscriptions to other bodies prior to the Council’s Annual Meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.28 pm.
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